
NOTES 

Peninsula School District Parent Council  

Tuesday, Nov 6, 2018 

Tentative Agenda 

9:30am-11:30am 

 
 

I. Attendees: 

Kristin Nordquist, Stacey Kronquist, Kolby Asbra, Ben Patinkin, Nicole Riensche, Angie 

Keefe, Meghan Conant, Holly Smith, Kathy Weymiller, Marcia Harris, Kendlyn Harris, 

Dacia Paganelli, Courtney Turk, Melissa Wisner, Karen Andersen, John Hellwich, Art 

Jarvis, Dan Gregory, Sybil Goodkin  

 

II. District Update (Art Jarvis, Dan Gregory, John Hellwich, Kathy Weymiller) 

 

Superintendent (Art Jarvis) 

 Thanked everyone for warm welcome received. 

 Thursday Nov 8th School Board meeting he will be presenting his Capital Facilities 

recommendation. The information he is presenting can be found on the home page of 

www.psd401.net. 

 

Elementary (John Hellwich) 

 January is professional development for unit launch in STEM. So as to be 

consistent/formalized complimenting classroom. 

 STEM Teachers are working on engineering projects. K-5 doing engineering design 

whether it be building bridges or marshmallow structures.  The same project will be 

chosen for all schools. See how different each school makes viable project. 

 Math training for 3rd grade teachers. Introducing GLAD Guided Language Aquistion 

Design.  

 

Secondary (Dan Gregory) 

 Collaborative meeting for 6-10 science continuum. They have had initial meeting and 

now working on “what next”. Commonality across schools. Need to make work they 

have done more organized and accessible. New teachers should be able to access and up 

to speed in 15 minutes. 

 Biology and Chemistry are aligning. Biology is looking at new material online. 

Simulation videos. 

 Social Studies in middle/high school focus on collaboration this year. Looking at the 

continuity and convertability of 6-10 and K-12. 

 Consistency among schools on WA state history. Some teach in 2 of they 3 semesters 

and others in 3 semesters. 

 Need to look at productive field trips. Also consistency of experience across schools i.e. 

“a fourth grader” would have same field trips across schools. 

 Looking at “what can be brought in?” instead of “field trip out”. Pacific Science Center 

is coming in from West Sound Stem. They age going to all middle schools and GH 

Astronomy class. 

 Kicking off Student behavior and discipline initiative that is coming from the state. 

Bring back to present topic at Parent District in the Spring once it has been rolled out. 



 PSD Possibilities is rolling along. Goodman and Peninsula have been rolled out. 

Harbor Ridge is this week. Kopachuck is next week. GHHS and KPMS are in 

December. Feedback has been good so far. Some concern that the link to the site on 

form with information may not be accessible for all parents(those who do not have 

internet). Both Kopachuck and KPMS had copies available during conferences and 

were handing out to those parents who needed a hard copy. 

 GHHS athletics have new livestream available through 3rd party . It is a subscription 

but has been very successful. Also removes videoers from the roof of the stadium 

during game which can be dangerous. PHS is currently looking at it 

 

Communication (Kathy Weymiller) 

 Monday Kevin Hines presented to both PHS and GHHS and held a parent presentation 

at the PHS auditorium Monday 11/5. Turnout for Parent portion was about 450. This 

was funded through grant with the Collation for Suicide Prevention. All feedback so far 

was that it was a great event very worthwhile. 

 Next topic looking at is drugs/alcohol use. Recent passing of student due to recreational 

use that went wrong(family sharing). Panel event in the works with family of student 

and Christine from Ollala Recovery and counselors. 

 

III. PTA/VPO gifts to District and use of property. Restrictions and procedures and 

what is allowed and how to report, etc. Getting ready for auction season (Karen 

Andersen) 

 This portion was more of a round table/Q&A. A lot of discussion so I tried to highlight a 

couple of the main points and questions below: 

 VPO/PTA the challenge is they are under a seperate umbrella. The rules/regulations 

the school district is under is different than Booster/VPO/PTA. 

 Booster handbook is at the following link. It is guideline to organizations what they can 

do. 
 https://psd401.net/forms/ 

 District has to walk a fine line has working relationship with Boosters/VPO/PTAs so 

that donations are according to Board Policy and would be acceptable from the 

Auditors. 

 Once donation is taken into District property then Booster/VPO/PTA is no longer 

responsible so district owns the insurance/ installation. 

o Example is playground “New Toys”. VPO/PTAs work with district facilities 

where facilities(Patrick Gillespy) will provide options, forms/procedures are 

followed. District has insurance/installation by approved vendors. 

 District knows VPOs/PTAs/Boosters all have good intentions. They try and work with 

groups early on as they learn about “gift” so that District passes audit and is 

compliant. Work with Karen Andersen’s group, Risk Manager and Business Manager. 

 Parking spaces are not allowed to be auctioned because district owns not the PTA/VPO. 

Result of audit. Current places can continue for year but no new spaces auctioned. 

o Example from another audit a couple of years ago. ASBs were charging for 

Parking permits. This money was then going straight into ASB instead of into 

maintenance of parking lots and property. District had to change so parking 

permits charge now went to district to help pay for maintenance but this left a 

big hole were ASBs were left without money. District worked with general fund 

to adjust some of the loss from no revenue from parking passes. So ASBs weren’t 

left in the lurch. 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpsd401.net%2Fforms%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf8292216692a4e3ff57108d64417799b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636771264939873106&sdata=01slOo6H%2FSICt8iLh%2FtYmeJYOyy186PZXvhUcH6C2i8%3D&reserved=0


o Naming the Lane at Purdy they are purchasing the sign for the year and 

hanging on the fence. It doesn’t conflict with current policies. 

 Basic guideline is “If you don’t own it, you can’t sell it”. 

 Boosters/VPO/PTAs are supporting the schools they are “not the school”. Auditors 

looking at websites to make sure school logos aren’t making sites appear to be school 

sites when they are group sites. 

 Discussion about Equitable. Making sure equitable for all students when creating 

auction items. 

 When after hours event like Movie Night, Late-out. Make sure facility use form is filled 

out, a district rep is on site and that they donate to attend and cover cost of supplies 

and clearly marked as PTA/VPO/Booster sponsored. 

 Sponsorship for billboards, etc must follow Board rules and district rules. 

 Alcohol in auction baskets at school events. If it is clearly sealed in cellophane and is 

not consumed on premises and is removed from school before being consumed is ok. Up 

to VPO/PTA on message sending. They can make the call. Urge to consider message 

sending to kids. 

 If Booster/PTA/VPO donates in restricted donation for a sum and actually comes in 

under that what is process? Example if donated $3000 with restricted donation form 

and came in at $2500. Where does $500 go? It goes into general fund. The finance 

department/bookkeeper and principal should work with VPO/PTA to let them know 

that it came in under and ask where $500 should be put toward. That way PTA can fill 

out new restricted donation form that directs the $500 to go to where they intend to put 

it.  

 Any questions or issues on any donation/auction/ideas for what thinking about 

donating can be sent to: Karen Andersen andersenk@psd401.net, Sara Hoover 

hoovers@psd401.net or Kelly Pierson piersonk@psd401.net. 

 

IV. Building Sharing:  – PDC reps 

Pierce County Library 

 Anxiously awaiting results of vote. 

 Saturday Nov 10th Civil War Program 

 Saturday Nov 10th on Key Peninsula FAFSA/Henna tattoo event. FAFSA from 1-2, 

Henna tattoos from 2-3. Hoping to draw more in for FAFSA since Henna Tattoos 

are very popular. 

 Chess Club on Thursday afternoons. 

Hands On Art 

 Second Project is Repousse. Docent training will be Tues Nov 27th Harbor Heights 

and Wed Nov 28th Minter Creek. 

 Monday Nov 12th Movie Event at Galaxy Theater. Doors open at 8:30am. Showing 

Incredibles 2 and Coco. Movies are free. Donations are taken at the door. 

Artondale 

 Spell-a-thon test is on Thursday. Hoping for $20K got approximately $18K. Next 

year not doing spell-a-thon maybe make it a math-a-thon since doesn’t align with 

what students are learning. Came from principal to PTA. 

 Trunk or Treat was success. 

 Auction is scheduled for Saturday March 23rd at Oceans 5. 

 Going to continue with monthly dine outs/take overs. They bring in $200-$500. 

 Membership sending out stuff in the next weeks to everyone. They must choose to 

become a member or opt out. 

mailto:andersenk@psd401.net
mailto:hoovers@psd401.net


 Movie Nights  

 

Discovery 

 SUP Group came. 

 School Cleanup on Sat Nov 3rd. Best attended. 50 adults came to clean up for 2-3 

hours. 

 Veteran’s Day Concert on Thursday Nov 8th. 

 Moved Veteran’s Day evening concert to GHHS so now room for all parents to view. 

 STEAM night and Silent Auction Friday Nov 16th. Combined with what was Fall 

Festival so having Silent Auction in addition to STEAM night. 

Evergreen 

 Big concert held on Sept 15th at the Longbranch Improvement House was a big 

success. Made about $5600. 

 Trunk or Treat was big success. 

 Holiday Bazaar on Nov 17th. 

 Family night is Nov 30th with Chili cook off and Make and Take craft projects. 

Harbor Heights 

 Boo Bash big success. 

 New website setup and rolling out. www.HarborHeightsPTA.org done through Our 

School Pages. 

 New Buddy Bench installed. 

 Yoga Mindfulness for PE is approved. Each classroom. Cost $130 a day. Working on 

Teacher Collaboration with mindfulness in classroom. Christy Fisher is the teacher 

and she is substitute. It is Kidding around yoga helps kids focus among chaos. 

 TeamTime on Fridays is not working well. Often parents pickup their kids early on 

Fridays instead of attending. 

 Library overhaul is goal for school year. Reboot of the library space. Make it the 

Hub of the school. Turn it into creative space, indoor activities, etc. Meeting on Nov 

7th to start collaborative work. 

Minter Creek 

 Book Fair during conferences. 
 PTA meeting Nov 7th at 4pm. 

 Monster Mash. Games in the gym. Principal did Pie in the Face. Hit any times. 

Spooky Tunnel created that linked classrooms out the back to the gym. It is 

freestanding. Kids would let them know whether they wanted it “scary” or “not 

scary”. Huge hit…a lot of kids bypassed the candy to do the tunnel repeatedly. Trick 

or treating through classrooms. 

 Staff dinner provided on the late conference nights. 

Purdy 

 Monster Mash Family Dance, a new event, raised over $4,000 for our 5th grade 

class to attend Camp Seymour.  We had over 250 people attend this event in early 

October.  We had games, food and music. 

 PTA Membership - is at 275 families, and we've been nominated by the Washington 

State PTA for an award.  We had only 75 members sign up last year. They called to 

congratulate us and said they hadn't seen a turn-a-round like that before. Two days 

before school start the PTA held a back to school PTA event with Go Home 

materials including apparel purchasing and volunteer opportunities. 

 Student Survey conducted by Principal Rivera in October.  We had 507 students 

respond out of 588 given the survey. 88% of students answered they felt fully 

http://www.harborheightspta.org/


supported and cared for at school.  The school also did a parent survey during 

conference week with 141 parents responding (highest response rate yet!0. 

 Our reading specialists, Megan Manning, received a $2,500 grant  from the Gig 

Harbor Garden Tour to support literacy and reading programs (Read & Lead) at 

Purdy this year. 

Vaughn 

 Pta just finished the fall fundraiser, sold items form mixed bags catalogs and fun 

pasta catalogs.  

 November 9-15 Pta Fundraiser-students will be selling car wash tickets 

 Nov 8th Mrs. Mills and the 3rd graders led a beautiful Veterans Day assembly. 

 November 15-fourth graders taking a field trip to the Harbor History Museum 

 December 4-fifth graders will take a field trip to BizTown  

 Taproot theater recently presented a play called “Super School” bullying prevention. 

 5th graders are selling wreaths and other holiday items to raise money for 

overnight CampSeymour in the spring. Orders are due Nov. 9 

 Box tops race is on! One class will win a party for bringing in the most box tops 

during the race. (Nov. 5-9) 

Voyager 

 Spellathon test on 11/7. Camp Readalot is 11/8. 

 Trunk or Treat was big hit on Sat 26th even though it was raining. 

 PTA decided to do Dancing Classrooms. They have five 5th grade classes. It is $1500 

a class. It is only this year next year the Highly capable will not do it as they are 4/5 

so they will be every other year. Discussed how should maybe add to Sponsor items 

for Auction to help with next year’s cost. 

Goodman 

 VPO applying for 501(c)3 status. They never had it so working on it.  

 Wondering if other school’s stores are being audited for nutritional compliance and 

others were. Bremerton Bottling only vendor and they’re not reliable and Accounts 

Receivable and Accounts Payable have issues with billing. 

 Looking for fun fundraising ideas. 

 Talking with other schools about student store. Courtney Turk from KPMS is 

experienced in dealing with Bremerton Botting. Her email is kit.cat812@gmail.com. 

Harbor Ridge 

Key Peninsula 

 Soup and Salad Night for Teachers during conferences last week. 

 Student Store rolling along. 

Kopachuck 

 PRIDE cards exceeded discipline referrals in October. 

 8th graders attended a Seattle International Film Festival show of “Inventing 

Tomorrow,” an environmental documentary about teenagers making a difference. 

 We’ve added clubs to include STEM, Random Acts of Kindness, PRIDE, and Drama. 

 Our Homework Club is well attended with upwards of 25 students some afternoons. 

 Socktober brought in over 500 donations of socks, hats, and gloves for organizations 

that serve homeless people. 

 A record number of students attended the Fall Fling dance. 

 Coyote Corner has been open almost every day thanks to generous volunteers. 

 Halloween Italian soda sales were very successful. 



 Staff members submitted wish list item proposals, and the PTSA has begun funding 

them.  The first round includes a much needed new kiln and a large white board for 

Dr. Soule’s classroom. 

 Coming in November…Rafiki chain sales and an Apple Cup food drive. 

Gig Harbor 

 Hosted Speech and Debate tournament Nov 3rd and 4th. 

 “12 Angry Men” is fall play. Showing 11/9 and 10 at 7pm, Sun 11/1 at 2pm and 

11/15-17 at 7pm and 1pm on the 17th. 

 All District Band Festival on Nov 13th at Chapel Hill. Includes all middle school 

bands and both high school bands. They have guest conductor for the event. 

 Band Apple Pie Concert is on 20th. Jazz bands play at 6pm with free apple pie. 

Wreath sales are going on. 

 Fall Sports post season a big success. Cross Country Bradley Peloquin was 4th in 

state last weekend. Girls swim sending swimmers to State Meet on Friday Nov 9th 

and 10th. Girls Soccer District Champs won first round of State and quarterfinal 

game is Saturday at 2pm at Roy Anderson against Edmonds/Woodward. Boys 

tennis were district champs and are sending 2 singles and 3 doubles to State which 

is in the spring. 

 Veterans Day assembly Friday Nov 9th. 

 November 12th Gig Harbor Tides Scholarship Foundation is holding a “Shop for 

Scholars” from 4-8 at Bloom/Frankies and Blazing Onion. Attached is flyer. 

Peninsula 

 VPO has all new board that is really committed. Launched new website. They held 

an October meeting that was the best attended. Wendy Wocjecksti(spelling is wrong 

I know) from Communities in Schools was there. They raised money on the spot for 

Communities for Schools. They were going to meet quarterly but decided to meet 

more often and expand focus. 

 Communications from VPO already vastly improved with lots of energy. 

 Winterfest is coming Thanksgiving weekend Nov 23-25th. 

 Fall Sports post season a big success. Girls Soccer went to state. Unfortunately lost 

in first round to Kamiakin. Cross Country sent their team to State last weekend in 

Pasco. Football plays first round of state on Friday night 11/9 at Roy Anderson 

against Bethell. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING Tuesday, December 4th, 9:30am 


